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| Comeſt thou peaceably ? And he ſaid, Peuccabiy + © am 
come to ſacrifice unto the Lord; fandi/5 yourſelves, and 


come with me td the ſacrifice. 
th. bs » 


N this chapter, we ſee, God ſendeth the prophet Sa- 
muel an errand for himſelf; namely, to Bethlehem, 


to anoint David the ſon of Jeſſe, to be king. The words 
of his commiſion are thefe, and they run thus; Go, fil! 


thine horn with oil; I will fend thee to Fefſe, the Betble- 
hemite: for I have provided me a king among his ſons. — 
Now it was cuſtomary of old, to anoint kings and prieſts 
with oil, at their enſtallment into their office: this was 
called, enauguration. Thus we. read of Saul's being a- 
nointed with a vial or glaſs of oil; another with a box; 
and here David with a horn of oil. Some have obſerved, 


in a diſtinguiſhing, light, the reaſon of anointing Saul 


with a vial, and David with a horn of oil: and they tell 
us, that Saul being anointed with a glaſs of oil, was to 
ſignify the ſhort continuance or endurance of his reign ; 
fignified by the glaſs breaking, if it fell: but David's long 
and proſperous reign, ſucceeded by Solomon, his ſon, 
after him, which fat upon his throne by the horn of oil. 
However, of this I ſhall not ſay; only Samuel was com- 
manded by God to do ſo, and he obeyed. You will ob- 
ſerve, God ſends Samuel to Bethlehem, under the pre- 
tence of ſacrificing, in order to anoint David to be king; 
and thereby removes all obſtacles and fears, that might 
obſtruct Samuel's obedience to his command; or might 
perplex his mind, in view of the rage and malice Saul 
might expreſs againſt him : and in this we ſee, God con- 
deſcends to our weakneſs, Verſe 2. And the Lord ſaid, 


DD 2 


5 2 


Take an heifer wwith' thee; a 
to the Lord. Samuel's name ſign 


his church, and the only ſacrifice for fin, and ſacrificing 
High Prieſt too. Samuel was ſent to Bethlehem, a little 
obſcure town or village, as we ſee, Micah v. 2. Bethle- 


hem Ephratah, little among the thouſands of Fudah : here 


in this place, our Lord appeared as the prieſt of the Lord 
of Hoſts. Bethlehem ſignifies the houſe of bread 3 and 
to this place Samuel was appointed to go, and called by 
God to ſacrifice his heifer, and anoint David to be king: 
but our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was ſent from the. houſe of 
bread, | viz. heaven, where was bread enough and to ſpare] 


to the poor wilderneſs of this world, where there was 


thirk and hunger, as we read in Pſalm cvii. 4, '5. They. 
wandered in the wilderneſs, in a ſolitary way, they found 
ns city to dwell in; hungry and thirſty,' their ſoul fainted 
in them. From heaven then, to this our earth, this wil- 


derneſs, Chriſt came bringing his ſacrifice with him, as 


Samuel with his heifer, and offered up himſelf a ſacrifice 
to the juſtice of God for us, and calls Feſſe to the ſacrifice. 


Samuel was to invite David's father to the ſacrifice : and 
God ſaid to Samuel, I will ſhew thee what thou ſhalt do. 
It is eaſy and pleaſant to obey God when his preſence is 


with us: this is oil to the wheels, and makes a man run 
in the way of his commandments, without wearying or 
fainting, Verſe 4. And Samuel did that which tbe Lord 
ſpake, and came to Bethlehem. Samuel took pleaſure in 


obeying the Lord : he was of another ſpirit than Saul, 


or the men of the world. God ſaid, go to him, and he 
goes; do this, and he did it, with chearfulneſs and volu- 


tion of will. And the elders of the town, [viz. of Beth» 


lehem, I #rembled at his coming. This trembling of theirs 
might be occaſioned, and ariſe from the fight of ſuch an 


unuſual viſitant, and unexpected or ſudden appearance of 


Samuel to their town; and poflibly from the thoughts 


they might entertain of Saul's envy againſt them; as if . 


he thought that the Bethlehemites in that place, were 
not loyal enough ſubjects to him, and diſregarded his go · 


nd ſay, I am come to: facrifice | 
ifies appointed of Cod: 
ſo Chriſt was called and appointed to'be High Prieſt of 
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| 

i 
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vernment, and were inclined after David che Son of Jeſſe, 
more than he. This might ariſe in their minds, I ſay, 


of Herod's perplexity and trouble at the birth of Chriſt, 


(4) 


at firſt view of Samuel to their town : or rather, I think, 
which is more agreeable, the reaſon of their trembling 
at Samnel's coming, might ariſe from their belief of 
God's prophets being called by God, and ſent by him to 


foretel future · events; that is, things unſeen as yet, and 


were to come in the courſe of providence ; and that they 
were alſo appointed of God, and ſent to ſuch and ſuch 

wicked and rebellious nations, kingdoms, and people, to 
denounce heavy judgments, and dreadful threatnings of 
God againſt them, for fin : and tlius we ſee, that fin and 
guilt is the mother, the cauſe and ſource of fear and 
trembling, which hath ever in all ages, been the conti- 
nual companion of fin, Witneſs Adam's fin; it bred fear 
in him, and he hid himſelf among the trees of the 
not that he did, or could poſſibly hide himſelf from God, 
but only as his guilty fears then ſuggeſted to him, and 
Satan together, Gen. iii. g. We read of the devils trem- 
bling with fear of God, on account of ſin, James ii. 19. : 


in this very little town, Bethlehem, Matth. ii. 3.: of the 


trembling of Felix, at hearing Paul preaching of tempe- 


#ance, righteouſneſs, and judgment to come, Acts xxiv. 25. 
and of the Jailor's trembling, Acts xvi. 29. Cain was 
afraid, that whoſoever found him would kill him: his 

y conſcience ſuggeſted this to him, on account of the 


murder of his brother Abel. 'Thus Satan has been, and 


is the author of ſin: -he- firſt tempts to commit it; and 


- then accuſes and torments the perſon when it is commit- 


ted, And as Satan is the author of fin, - fin is the cauſe | 
of fear and trembling : and I take trembling here, to be 


mme mark which Cain had upon him. 


But to come to our preſent purpoſe, The elders of the 
fown trembled at Samuels coming; and ſaid, Comeſt thou 
peareably > Here you fee, from theſe words, they were 


probably afraid ef his coming to denounce ſome heavy 


ainſt them; as the words of their interroga- 


judgraent ag 


| dan do import: Comeſt thou * ? Art thou come 


/ 


£829 


j . 


e, in terms of peace to us, or in wrathſul terms of divine 
Ys diſpleaſure, to make us afraid, on account of our ſin and 
Kk, rebellion againſt God; or againſt us, with reſpe& to the 
ag government of Saul. To which Samuel anſwers, ver. 5. 
of And he ſaid, Peaceably : Tam come to ſacrifice to the Lord. 
to Here he told one part of his word and deſign in coming 
nd ſo unexpeRedly and ſurpriſingly to the town; and hides 
ey the other part, as he was directed of God. Thus it is 
ch wiſdom in men, and good policy alſo, to take all lawful. 
to means and ways, to preſerve their uſeful lives amo 
of men in the world, when God is glorified by their ſervice, 
nd and their generation rightly ſerved thereby: When we 
nd are perſecuted in one city, we are directed and warranted; 
i- yea, commanded to flee to another city, in order to fave 
our lives, when we can be more uſeful for God's glory, 
a: and the good of mankind, as was ſaid above: Sanctiß 
pd, yourſelves, ſays he, and come with me to the ſacrifice.. To 
ad make the elders and the inhabitants of Bethlehem know 
m- and believe he was come peaceably, he propoſes to them 
9. the duty of ſaerificing; and to huſh their fears, be in- 
iſt, vites them to come with him to the ſacriſce: But firſt of 
the all he exhorts them to prepare for the duty, by ſancti- 
pe- Hing of their perſons. When we are called to approach 
54 God's altar or throne of grace with any peace of ſervice,. 
Was we ought firſt to conſider what a holy One. God is, with 
his whom we have to do, and look upon ourſelves as filthy and 
the vile; and, by our fin, removed at an infinite diſtance from 
and God: and this ought to excite our due preparation, by 
and ſanRification, Sanctification is twofold, RY iter TE IEA 
nit- 1. Outward, as touching the moral character of the 
wſc life and converſation. © SIGs IE. 
> be 2. Inward in the ſoul ; in the frame, temper, diſpoſi- 
« tion, habits, defires, and affections of the ſoul, and right - 
" the deportment of the whole man. Or, in other words, 
thuw ſantification is either egal and outward with regard on- _ 


vere ly to the body or actions of the body, and converſation 
av of the tongue; and inward in the ſoul and body both. 
ga- In the principles of the ſoul, and actions of the body, 
ome and converfation of the lips ; this laſt ſenſe of ſanRificati- | 


on, we call goſpel or evangelical holineſs; which is be- 
gun by the Holy Ghoſt in the ſoul of a ſinner, at his 
new birth or creation, and carried on as a work progreſ- 
ſively in the ſoul, until the whole work of ſanctification 
de perfect, which concerneth him, in order to his com- 
pleat. happineſs and glorification.— Thus the Holy Ghoſt 
is the only author and finiſher of this work of ſanctifica- 
tion in his people. Inward and real ſanctification is a 
perceptible and felt work: it is that by which a man is 
made like God, and holds communion with him ; for, 
4 Without holineſs no man can ſee the Lord: but the holy 
4 and pure in heart, they ſhall be admitted to ſee him, and 
, to dwell with him for ever, Matth. v. 8. Pſalm xv. 1, 2. 
b If a Chriſtian were as attentive as he ſhould be, he would 
find ſanctification as evident and clear as vifible objects in 
nature, beheld by the bodily eye: I mean, he would feel 
and obſerve the Holy Spirit of grace, carrying on this 
work of grace, and promoting and re it dy his 
holy and heavenly gales and breathings in the hearing of 
the goſpel; by ſoftening his heart, quickening his dead- 
neſcs, enlightening his darkneſs, inclining him to prayer 
and holy obedience, in his hatred of ſin and ſinners, and 
increaſing his love of God and the godly; and engaging 
him to the love and ſtudy of true holineſs, as God's 
image, which is the beauty, life, honour, and dignity 
of the ſoul : for, can there be a ſpring of water, and not 
ſtreams refreſhing to'the traveller ? or can there be a fire, 
without heat? or, can the ſun ſhine, and there be no 
light? Now, for a few edifying and ſpiritual Remarks. 
1. Fill thine horn with oil that is, for the enaugura- 
tion of David, and conſtituting him in place of Saul.— 
Our'Lord Jeſus Chriſt was anointed with the Holy Ghoſt bh 


above all meaſure, as King, Prieſt, and Prophet of his 6 
q church, as Mediator; that he might anoint all his 7 
| members with the ſpirit of holineſs, in meaſure. Thus 7 
{ every believer hath an union ; j. e. an anointing from h 
y the holy One; that is, Chriſt, 1 John ii. 20. called the _ 
; oil of joy and gladneſs, Pſalm xlv. 7. With this holy Spi- B 
f rit of joy, Chriſt is anointed above all his fellows or eon- 


© £0 1 1) 
federates joined with him in the ſame covenant of re- 
demption. The goſpel is the horn of ſalvation which 
Chriſt has raiſed up for us in the houſe of David, Luke i. 
69. Now, a horn is for gathering them who are ſcatter- 
ed by its blaſt: ſo the goſpel gathereth together the ſcat- 
tered ele& of God, by the miniſter's blowing it; that is, 
explaining and preaching it: and this horn is effectual for 
this end, when God fills it with his oil; that is, accom- 
panies it home upon the conſciences of ſinners, with the/ 
power of the Holy Ghoſt. A horn is the beauty and or- 
nament of the beaſt alſo, and is that with which it puſhes 
its enemies; ſo will Chriſt puſh down all his enemies with 
this horn of the goſpel, and will at laſt puſh them to 
hell, and paſs ſentence againſt them by this word he hath 
ſpoken unto them, John-xiii. 48. And God ſaid to Sa- 
muel, I have provided me a ling among Jeſſe's ſons. God 
himſelf provided his Son Jeſus Chriſt, to be King of kings, 


King of ſaints; and, as God, he is King of heaven and 


earth, and King of nations. His human nature is taken 
out of the family of Adam's ſons: Adam himſelf the firſt 
man, being a type or figure of Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, 
who is now come; ſee Rom. v. and 1 Cor. xv. Again, 
God ſays to Samuel, who ſeemed to be afraid of Saul's 
fury, if he knew that he was come to anoint David to be 
King,—Take an heifer with thee, and ſay, I am come to 
ſacrifice to the Lord, Cover thy preſent purpoſe in com- 
ing to Bethlehem, by taking a beaſt with thee, and-by 
doing ſacrifice to the Lord: fo our Lord J:ſus came at 
the command of God from heaven to earth, bringing his 
ſacrifice with him; 1. e. a human body and reaſonable 
ſoul, joined to the altar of his Godhead, and facrificed it 
unto the Lord. The good fruit and effects of this ſacri- 
fice hath turned away God's wrath and diſpleaſure, from 
every true ſpiritual Bethlehemite ; that is, true believer; 
and trembling from his ſoul, and reſtores him ſweet peace, 
hope, and joy unſpeakable and full of glory. — And Sa- 
muel did that which the Lord commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem, taking his ſervant-man, leading the heifer, 


along with him, as I think: ſo Chriſt obeyed God in all 


. ; 
things, and did always thoſe- things which pleaſed him, 
and never refufed any of his precepts.— And the elders of 
the town frembled at his coming ; that is, the ruling men, 
heads of the town of Bethlehem, trembled at the coming 
and ſight of Samuel. Guilt makes men aftaid': fin al- 


they ſcarce can look on a meſſenger or feryant of God, 
or hear a ſermon, but their conſcience is awakened with 
fear and dread of God: this is the ferpent that biteth 
and ftingeth as an adder; the guilty conſcience is the 
worm that never dieth, as our Saviour fpeaketh. The 
prophets of God, as was ſaid before, were appointed to 
foretel events, and denounce judgments on ungodly na- 
tions and cities, where fin and wickedneſs abonnded. 
Their guilty conſciences dictated to them, that the pro- 


an unexpected time, was to threaten them with ſome 
judgment, as I ſuppoſe ; and fo they haſtily aſked him, 


Peaceably; I am come te ſacrifice to the Lord. | 

When Adam ſinned and tranſgreſſed the divine law of 
God, he left all his offspring under guilt, fear, and 
dread, and obnoxious to the wrath of God; and our 
conſciences being guilty, fear and trembling is ſoon” a- 
wakened in the breaſts of any of Adam's offspring : but 


the divine law, which we have broken, at our converſio- 


Hab. iii. 6.: the Jaylor, Acts xvi. 29. : and the apoſtle Paul 
bimſelf, He did not know fin and wrath but by the law, 
Rom. vii. 7. Such is the dreadful nature of fin, that it 
\ - cauſes the ſoul to tremble: ſee what it did to our Lord 
| | Jeſus Chriſt ; it made him to ſweat great drops of blood; 


had only fin upon him by imputation, but had none of 
his own to be afraid of, — But what I further obſerve 
from this, viz. the elders of Bethlehem, their trembling 


Ways feaves a ſting, and remorſe in the conſcience ; and 


phet of the Lord coming to their obſcure town in fuch 


if he came peaceably: Comeſt thou peaceably ? and he ſaid, 


more eſpecially, when God begins to deal with us, with 


on. Witneſs Adam fearing. in the garden, Gen. iii. : 
Heman, Aſaph, in the book of Pfalms: Job, chap. vi. gat 


to cry and die upon a tree, and ly in a cold grave, who 


a 
' 
| gat Samuel's coming; the whole world had juſt cauſe to 
| 


. 

tremble at Chriſt's coming ; becauſe al the world were 
guilty before God: But, behold Chriſt came peaceably into 
the world; not to condemn, but to ſave it ; not to deſtroy 
mens liver, but to ſave them, by ſacrificing himſelf, and 
laying down his life a ranſom for many, Matth. xx. 28.: 
he hath fully declared that he came peaceably, by dying 
for us. Chritt came to make peace by the blood of his. 
croſs ; to reconcile both Jews and Gentiles unto God, by 
one body on the tree; and hath actually and truly made 


reconciliation for iniquity; made an end of fin, and brought | 


in everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan. ix. 24, 25. Chriſt hath 
carried the blood of his ſacrifice into the higheſt heavens, 
within the vail, into the holieft of all, and has ſprinkled 
the mercy-ſeat, and made peace in his _ places; and 
thereby peace cometh unto our trembling ſouls: and when 
the virtue of this blood of Chriſt is ſprinkled upon, and 
applied to the conſcience of a man, then he is at peace 
with God, and Chriſt, and the law, and with angels, and 


miniſters; yea, he is at peace with death and himſelf, and 


with all things, ſin and Satan only excepted. Chriſt pur- 


chaſed peace, applies peace, gives his peace, leaves his 


peace, and preſerves and maintains peace; he proclaims 
peace, and invites us to receive it. See now, if Chrilt, 
who is Iſrael's King, be not a merciful King: He juſti- 
fies us by his blood, and worketh faith in us ; and then 
we have peace with God, Rom. v. 1. Chrift will come 
peaceably to juſtified petſons, at death and judgment; 
and inſtead of being afraid or made to tremble, they will 
be made to rejoice and be exceeding glad, when the day 


of their redemption draweth nigh. —Verle 5. Sandtify your- 


elves and come with me to the ſacrifice : The qualification 
equired, for doing God acceptable fervice, is holineſs in 
he ſervice. Chriſt ſanctifies all thoſe who are ſpiritual 
ſacrificers: his ſacrifice hath purchaſed the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, by which the ſouls of all true believers are 


ineſs of God's nature, it is a wonder that his holineſs 

does not burn us up, in drawing near to him: No man 

an come to God out of Chriſt, nor have acceſs unto him, 

dut through Jeſus our New Teſtament Samuel: for, as. 
| „ 


ſanctified. When we conlider the purity and infinite ho- 


10 
we cannot look on the ſun, but by the intervention of 2 
cloud, without winking, and dazzling our eyes; ſo Chriſt 
hangs up his human nature betwixt God and us, and the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus is the great medium of communion with 
God ; and by his ſacrifice coming betwixt us and God's 
; juſtice, his wrath is appeaſed, and God and man meets 
amicably in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; he being God's way 
to man, and man's way to God. — Samuel invited the 
elders of Bethlehem to the ſacrifice, by the word uſed by 
the propher Iſaiah, chap. lv. 1. [ Come; ] and is the ſame 
word often uſed by our Lord and Saviour himſelf, in the 
goſpels, Matth. xi. 23. Come unto me, all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will: give you reſt. Come, 
ſhews us the willingneſs of Chriſt to beſtow his mercy up- 
on us; and how ready he is to give us ſanQification, as the 
fruit of his ſacrifice. Rev, xxii. 17. The Spirit and the 
bride ſaith, Come ; and, let him that is a-thirſt, comes and 
whoſoever will, let him come; and take of the water of 
life freely. Chriſt having come from the Father, and of- 
fered his ſacrifice, he will ſtill cry, Come to me; come to 
the ſacrifice, until all who are ordained to eternal life are 
come, and then he will throw down all the altars for ſa- 
crifice, all rule and authority, all the outward ordinances 
in this world, and will deliver up his mediatorial king - 
dom to his Father; And God will be ALL IN ALL, 1 Cor, 

= 4 24.—28. | 
3. Obſerve, wherever cha is an altar, it ſays there is 
an offering, or ſacrifice ; and where there is a ſacrifice, 
it argues a prieſt; and where there is a prieſt and a facri- 
fice, it a 7 ſtrongly that there is fin. Now, in this 
_ portion of ſcripture before us, we have the nature and 
15 deſign of ſacrifices intimated clearly. All the bloody ſa- 
= crifices that were offered up from Abel to Chriſt, under 
i the Mofaic diſpenſation, were all types and figures of our 
. Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſacritice, which he offered up to God's 
| juſtice, for the fins of an ele& world; and this leads as 
158 far back as to take notice of the cherubic appearances at 
ü the eaſt of Eden, of their form and ſignifioation, and the 
flaming ſword in their hand, Oen. iii. 24. compared with 
Ezck. i. Se he drove out the man ; that is, Adam: and ht 
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placed at the alf end of Eden cherubims, and a flaming 


ſword; or more agreeable to the original, a fame, and a 
ſword, This repreſented the juſtice of God being the 


ſword to cut and divide- the ſacrifice, and the divine fire 
of mod's wrath to conſume it : and this pointed at Chriſt 
repreſented in the two faces of the cherubims, viz. that 
of a lion, ſignifying his divine nature; for, he is called, 
The Lion of the tribe of Judah ; and by the other face in 
the cherubim, that of a man, agnifying Chriſt's humani- 
ty. It was ordinary to cut the ſacrifices of old, and then 
lay them on the altar to be conſumed ; and this may be 


gathered from Gen. xv. 9, 10,17. And the Lord ſaid 


unto him, Ci. e. Abraham, ] Take me an heifer of three 
years old, and a ſhe-goat of three yearrold, and a ram of 
three years old,—Theſe were all types of Chriſt, and his 
three years public miniſtry, before he offered up himſelf 
a ſacrifice to God for us: and it is added, — A turtle dove, 
and a young pigeon, thereby repreſenting Chrilt's innocence, 


And he, [viz. Abraham] took unto him all theſe, and di- 


vided them in the midſt, and laid each piece one againſt an- 
other; but the birds divided he not. Verſe 12. And when 
the ſun was going down, a deep fleep fell upon Abraham ; 


and lo, an horror of great darkneſs fell upon him prefi- 


guring the horror of darkneſs the bleſſed Redeemer's ſoul 
was under, when ſuffering for our ſins, under the great 
darkneſs of his Father's deſertion on the croſs; when he 
was about to ſleep the ſleep of death. Verſe 17. And 
it came to paſt, that when the ſun was down, and it 
was dark, behold a ſmoking ſurnace, and a burnin 

lamp, that paſſed between thoſe pieces, Theſe orefigured? 


I ſay, and repreſented the heavy load of the wrath of 


God, and dreadful diſpleaſure of the Almighty againſt 
ſin, which fell upon Chriſt, when he ſtood in the law- 
room and place of the ele&, as their ſubſtitute, This 


ſmoking furnace and burning lamp, paſſed between thoſe 


pieces of the divided cutted beaſts ; 7, e. ſacrifices: ſhew- 
ing how God's wrath would paſs upon Chriſt, and cut 
and divide his ſoul and body aſunder for a time; and paſs 
between both, as it were, when he would become, and 


be actually made a ſacrifice or offering for ſin, 2 Cor. v. 
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21. So there were placed at the eaſt of the garden of 
Eden, a detachment of cherubims, God's hoſts, armed 
with a dreadful and irreſiſtable power; repreſented by 
flaming ſwords, which turned every way, on that ſide the 
garden, which lay next to the place whither Adam was 
ſent, ta keep the way that led to the tree of life ; ſo that 
he could not either ſteel or force an en for who can 
ake a paſs againft an angel on his 1 0 ain a paſs 


made good by ſuch a force. Now, this i intimated to Adam, 


1. That God was difpleaſed with him; though he had 
mercy in ſtore for him, yet at preſent he would ſeem to 
be angry with him, for eating the forbidden fruit, and ſo 
fought againſt him: for here a ſword was drawn, which 
was to him a conſuming fire, for it was a gg hank | 

2. That the angels were at war with him : eace 
with the beavenly hoſts, white he was in rebellion againk 
their Lord and ours, 

3. That the way to the tree of life was ſhut up; vi. 
that way which at firſt he was put into, the way of do 
and live, and of ſpotleſs innocency. It is not ſaid, that 
the cherubims were ſet to keep him and his for ever ſrom 
thi tree of life, and from all after means of grace, to ob- 
tain eternal life; no: thanks be to God there is a paradiſe 
ſet before us, and a tree of life in the midſt of i it; and 4 


way to this tree of life by faith, which we rejoice in the 


hopes of, and may even pluck the fruit and eat, and not 
ſin, but live thereby : But the cherubims were ſet to keep 
that way of the tree of life; that is, that way of life by the 
old coyenant of works, Do and live, which before they 
bad been in: And, O how natural is it for us, Adam's 


children, to ſeek life by the way of che firſt covenant ſtill; 


But now, theſe guardian keepers of the tree of life would 
Live Adam and Eve to know, that it was henceforward in 

vin for them and his pokerity, to ſeek or expect righ teouſ- 
nels, life, and happineſs, by virtue of the firſt, but now 
broken covenant of works; for it was irreparably broken, 
and it curſeth all that continueth not in all things, which 
are written in. the book of the law, to do them, mal. iti. 10. 
So then, the old covenant could never be pleaded, nor any 
benefit gotten. by it: the command of the covenant being 
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broken, the curſe of is in full force ſtill, and leaves no room 
for repentance; offers no ſtrength to obey for the future; 
promiſeth no pardon for the violation of it; neither doth 
it offer a Surety or Saviour.— So then, we are undone and 
deſtroyed for evermore, if we be judged by that covenant. 
4. God revealed this to Adam, not to drive him to de- 
ſpair, but to let him ſee his miſery by fin and diſobedience, 
and to quicken him to look and cry for mercy, and ſeek life 
in the promiſed ſeed, which was revealed to him ſoon after 
his woful fall; by which promiſed ſeed, the Surety of a 
better covenant, the flaming ſword is removed, God and 
his attributes and angels are reconciled to us, and @ 
new and living wway into the holieft caſt open, and is con- 
ſecrated for us. Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſ- 
neſi to every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4. 5 
But to take a more particular notice of the cherubick 
appearances at the eaſt end of the garden ef Eden, with 
their four faces, their forms, and ſignifications, —Now, 
for the better underſtanding of the form and meaning of 
the cherubims, with their four faces, we have them largely 
deſcribed in the firſt chapter of Ezekiel, to which I refer 
the reader : We are told there, They had four faces, and 
every one had four wings, and their feet were ſtraight fees: 
denoting reaſon and knowledge, by their having the face 
of a man; ſwiftneſs to ſerve God, by having wings; and 
uniformity of God's providence, by their feet being Kraight. 
Verſe 10. As for the likeneſs of their faces, they four had 
the face of a man, and the face of a lion on the right ſide ; 
and they pur had the face of an ox on the left fide: they 
four alſo had the face of an eagle, —Thus the prophet de- 
ſcribes the living creatures, which I take to be the four 
beaſts John ſpeaks of in the Revelation; called alſo, ani» 
malia, four beaſts or living creatures, Rev. iv. 6, 5.—And - 
round about the throne were four beaſts, full ef eyes before. 
and behind, And the firſt beaſt was like a lion, and the 
ſecond beaſt like a calf, and the third beaſt had a face ar a+ 
man, and the fourth beaſt was like à fying eagle. — Thug 
John deſcribes theſe living creatures and their faces, juſt 
as Ezekiel does. Some have taken the four beaſts here, 
io mean the four Evangeliſts, who writes the four goſpels, 
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- who were bold in Chriſt's cauſe as /ions ; and were cleans 
repreſented by the ox, which was a clean beaſt, and fit 
for ſacrifice: The Apoſtles were filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and ſo were full of eyes for ſeeing divine myſteries, 
and prepared for enlightening others, by the goſpel they 
preached. As the eagle here being mentioned, ſome have 
taken it to mean John the beloved diſciple, who like the 
eagle, roſe high in flight, when he told ſo much of the 
divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, John i. In the beginning was the 
word, and the ward was with God, and the word was God, 
— ame, was in the beginning with God. All things were 
by him, &c.— But, I proceed to give my opinion, 
— the appearance of the cherubims and their four 
faces ſignified to Adam, being ſo ſuddenly placed at the 
garden of Eden. The appearance the cherubims made to 
Adam at Eden, or ſuppoſe Adam had not ſeen them at 
all, are all one: They ſignified that the whole Godhead 
or Trinity of Perſons, had been early at work, contriving 
a plan of human redemption, even before the fall of man 
took place; and appearing in the form of living creatures, 
with four faces, as Ezekiel and John deſcribes them, re- 
preſents, as I ſaid, the bleſſed and adorable Three in the 
Godhead, having contrived and ſound out a way to fave 
finners from the dreadful effects of the fall, viz. from hell, 
and the wrath and curſe of God due to fin, 
| . But how, will you ſay, did the cherubims re- 
preſent or ſignify Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, the a- 
dorable three in the Godhead, when they had. four faces, 
Anſu. By theſe cherubic appearances, made immedi- 
ately on the back of the fall, it would appear, that God 
took the opportunity, ſo to ſpeak, to repreſent our re-. 
demption, by the incarnation and death of Jeſus 'Chriſt, 
by ths lion and man's face on the right fide of the cheru- 
bim, that was placed at Eden; for Chriſt fitteth in his 
heavenly kingdom and glory, at his Father's right hand; 
and the flaming ſword being in the hand of the cherubim, 
ſignifies the divine ſword ot juſtice, to cut the ſacrifice of 
, Chriſt's humanity; and the flame, God's wrath to con- 
ſume it, as was before obſerved. But I come to ſpeak of 
the four ſaces of the cherubims more plainlyand ſeparately; 
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and although they be four faces, yet they ſighify but three 
perſons.' Ezekiel ſaith, A. for the likeneſs of their Zee. 
they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion on 
the right fide. Now, theſe two faces, ſignify only one 
Perſon; i. e. Chriſt incarnate, or Chriſt as truly God and 
truly man; or which is the ſame thing, Chriſt as Media- 
tor and Redeemer of ſinners. in his human and divine na- 
ture, and in one perſon : And they four had the face of an 
ox on the left fide; thereby repreſenting the Father or firſt 
Perſon, who is the contriver of our redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and appointed bulls, oxen, ſheep, and goats for 
typical ſignifications, ſhadows, and ſacrifices; fore-ſigni- 
fying Chriſt to come, and die in the fulneſs of time, and 
offer his own ſacrifice upon the altar of his Godhead, when 
God would give the ſword of his juſtice a commiſſion to 
awake againſt the Man Chrift ; who, as to his divine na- 
ture, was his Fellow; and to ſmite the Shepherd, that God 


might turn his hand of mercy upon the little ones, Zech. 
xiii. 7. And they four alſo had the face of an eagle. This 
laſt, the eagle, ſignifying the third Perſon, the bleſſed 


Spirit; called in ſeripture the Holy Ghoſt.— Now, with 
all humility and ſoberneſs, I underſtand the chernbims 
being placed at the eaſt of Eden, to ſignify what I have 
here ſaid, and not ſimply only to guard the way of the 
tree of life. The flaming ſword being held in the hand of 
the cherubim, pointed or turned every way; blocked, 
barred, and ſhvt up every way fallen man might deviſe, 
by their own works, to ſave themſelves; and that no ſal- 


vation could be obtained now by the covenant of works, 


ſince the law of God was violated by diſobedience, _ 
I now conclude, by making a ſhort obſervation on the 
cherubims and ſefaphims, for there are higher and lower 


orders of cceleſtial and angelical beings: hence we read of 
Gabriel in Daniel and Luke, who flood in the preſence of Gad; - 


and the apoſtle Paul deſcribes them by thrones and domi- 


nions, principalitizs and powers. Some ſay that cherubims | 


and feraphims, one of them ſignify a meſſenger of mercy, 
the other an executor of juſtice; the one burns with love, 
the other excells in knowledge: they, may be all conſidered 


as meſſengers of mercy, and guardians of elect ſouls; for 
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0 bes eee nurſes to his dildos, Aud mn. 
22 ſerxants to Chriſts members. | The Lord giveth 
3 1 — to the ens to keep his people in all their ns 
TDi are all miniſir es 22 ſent ſortb ta miniſler to-the 
11 206 heirs: f ſalustion, of the Lord encampetb round 
1 ut 7 m that: fear him, — Ten them. . The angel 
I Ae ed; here ſignifieth Chriſt, the guardian angel of 
Ml covenant, ordering the ercated angels to wateh over 
tte teons, and defend them from all the malignity of 
eg hell, by night and by day, in liſe and in death. 
” rom all that.is ſaid we may ſee, That Jehovah came to 
7 terms of peace, by the interpoſition of a Mediator, 
0 treking to beſtow his grace, mercy, and peace upon him; 
1 Rd oy the cherubic appearancesat-the eaſt of Eden, hav- 
18. 5 the right hide; the cee gf the facern ation Tan man, nignify-· 
Ang God and man joined togsther in love and peace again, 
1 1 his ſacrifice on the croſs; ſignified by tlie ame and the 
13 Mont, in the hand ef the cherubim; typifyiug the ſword 
| JD to ſlay Chriſt, and the of God to 
5 Bk ae ſacrifice, and prep are him tobe ddt itnmor · 
n rl ſouls.” The whole ark ply Jewilh ſacrifices from Abel 
1 5 to Chriſt, typiſied him to come, ſuffer, and die as a ſacriſice 
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. to juſtice; and indicated peace and good. will to men, which 

1 was uttered by an angel or cherub, at the birth of Chriſt: 

| _ Bebold] bring you glad tidings of great jay : (behold Samuel's 

| eier led to 22 and be 1 Chriſt led to Calvary: ard 

1 let our enemies themſelves ſay, Chrilt 23 to the 
: | 


world to facrifice and to call men to ſalvation, which is the 
Fd ns of his ſacrifice. . When Chriſt is calling on us to come 
him to the facrifice; letus hear, believe, obey, and go 


„with him; for the time is faſt coming: when he will call no 
N more to the ſons of ard ye will return then, return; 
44 Come, fer. get. there is rom: But in a little theflaming ſword 
i ', will ſandinthewayof i impagitemn ſinners, and the door of 
* 11 will be ſnut, and no more invitation given: and this 
„ oer of divine juſtice that ſacrificed Chriſt for ſinners, will 

4 in a little make all Chriſtleſs fouls a ſacrifice to juſtice, when 
| | © Hone will deliver them. May God determine us to come 

| to Chriſt, and RI! hi that we en be ſaved by his, 
facrikice, Y 45h il 1s trap] 
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